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Lecture Series Speaker to Discuss Writing
About Race
The author of a book about the
racial and class differences between
the cities of St. Joseph and Benton
Harbo r will
discuss
writing about
race in a
lecture at
GVSU on
Thursday,
March 2.
Alex
Ko tlowitz is
the author of
The Other
Alex Kotlowitz
Side qf the
River, which explores the mysterious
death of a young black man, whose
body was found floating in the St.
Joseph River in 1991. He w ill speak at
GVSU as part of the university's
annual William James Synoptic Lecture

Series, sponsored by the Liberal Studies
program.
Kotlowitz will speak at 1 p.m. in the
Cook-DeWitt Center. The event is free and
open to the public.
"We invited a speaker to campus who
has done exempla1y work that crosses
disciplinary boundaries," says Judy
Whipps, coordinator of the Liberal Studies
program. "Students have been reading
Kotlowitz's book in Liberal Studies courses
in preparation for his visit. "
Kotlowitz, a former rep01ter for the
Wall Street]ournal, has titled his lecture
"The Other Side of tl1e River: Writing on
Race." He will discuss how he approaches
writing on pove1ty and race issues.
Kotlowitz continues to write on tl1ese
issues. His atticle "The Unprotected,"
concerning two small boys affested for
murder in Chicago, was published in the
February 1999 New Yorker.

Kotlowitz's earlier book There Are No
Children Here: The Story of Two Boys
Growing Up in the Other America,
received numerous awards. The sto ry of
two boys growing up in pove1ty in the
Chicago projects was given the Helen
B. Bernstein Award for Excellence in
Journalism , the Carl Sandburg Award ,
and a Christopher Award. The New
York Public Library selected the book
as one o f the 150 most important books
of the centu1y. In 1993, the book was
adapted for television as an ABC Movie
of the Week starring Oprah Winfrey.
After his talk, he will meet with
GVSU classes. In the evening, Kotlowitz
will visit the Muskegon Correctional
Center w ith Liberal Studies Professor
Michael Dewilde to lea rn about the
"Working Classics" program , w here
GVSU students are teaching lite rature ,
philosophy and writing skills to the
inmates.

Across Campus
WCVU Hires News
Director
Fred Martino has been hired as the
news director at WGVU. Employed as
an anchor/ reporter for WSJV-TV in
Elkhart, Indiana, fo r the last four
years, Martino w ill be responsible for
planning and implementing news and
programming strategies, developing
and managing budgets, and anchoring
and producing for radio and WGVU
television. In addition, he w ill further
develop the internship and
student training programs .

After
graduating
cum laude
from
Ithaca
College
w ith a
degree in
communicatio ns
and
business,
Martino
Fred Martino
worked as
an anchor/ reporter/ producer for a cable
television company in Pennsylvania. He

then moved to Elmira, New York, to
work for WETM-TV.
"Martino's extensive background and
talent with news organizations are a
great benefit to WGVU, " said Michae l T.
Walenta, general manager at the p ublic
radio and television stations. "He comes
to us with impressive plans fo r developing the delivery of news and information to the west Michigan community."
"I look fo rward to further developing
the quality product the WGVU radio
team already delivers," sa id Martino .
"I think our listene rs are going to like
what we're doing. "

Coming Events
Health Career Day Welcomes
All Students
Grand Valley's Health Career Day,
sponsored by Career Services, will be held
on Monday, February 28, in the Kirkhof
Center. Re presentatives will be available to
speak with students between 10 a.m . and
3 p .m.
Participating organizations include
hospitals, medical centers, rehabilitation
facilities, home health care, public health ,
and professional schools.
Faculty and staff members are urged to
announce this event to students.

Art Exhibit Features
Chicago Sculptor

The GVSU Forum is
published by the Office of
University Communicatio ns
every Monday w hen classes are
in session and biweekly during
the su mmer. The submission
deadline is Tuesday noon. Send
publication items to Kathleen
Adams, ed itor, c/ o the FORUM
cc:Ma il box. From off campus,
emai l forum@gvsu.edu.
Telephone: 616-895-2221. Fax:
616-895-2250. Visit FORUM
ONLINE on the World Wide Web
at: www.gvsu.edu/
Facul ty and staff membe rs
ca n fin d an online "Sketches"
submission form on the Web Site.

The Art Galle1y's new exhibit, w hich
opens today, features the latest work of
Chicago sculptor Carolyn Ottmers. The
exhibit runs through March 28. Ottmers is a
professor and runs the foundry at the
School of the Art Institute of Ch icago. She is

a former artist-in-residence in the Jo hn
Michael Kohler Arts Cente r's Arts/ Industry
Program and has been featured in exh ibits
throughout the United States and Europe.
Ottmers describes her wo rk as "a n
exploration of the variatio n and diversity of
nature as it is interpreted through the urban
envirornnent."

Facilities Services to Discuss
M-45 Project on March 2
Facul ty, staff, and students are invited to
attend a "town hall" informationa l meeting
on Thursday, March 2, from 4:30-6 p.m. in
the Herny Hall Atrium. Bob Brown, assistant director of Facilities Planning and
project liaison with MDOT, will be joined
by an MDOT representative to give updated
information and answer questions about the
realignment project.
See M-45 Construction Update on page 3
fo r informa tion about the project's impact
on the Grand Valley corrnnunity.

GVSU Hosts History Day
Contest
Nine west Michigan high schools and
middle schools w ill compete in the Michigan
History Day western regional contest on
Satu rday, March 4. The contest, hosted by
the Histo1y Department, runs from 9 a. m. to
2 p.m. at the Kirkhof Center.

"Full Circle, " a series of slip-cast industrial
porcelain pieces, is part of the sculpture exhibit
by Carolyn Ottmers at the Art Gallery.

GVSU Hosts Facilities
Conference
On February 1 7, Ron VanSteeland,
vice president for Finance and Administration, welcomed more than 100
members of the Michigan chapter of the
Association of Higher Education Facilities Officers to GVSU. The Facilities
Services and Planning department
hosted the two-day conference that
took place on the Grand Rapids campus and at Kirkhof Center on the Allendale campus.

Students will compete by de monstrating
the ir knowledge of history in four ca tegories: papers, exhibits , documenta ries, a nd
performances. More than 150 students are
continued on page 3

3

M-45 Construction Update
What Is This Project?
The Michigan Department of Transportation is undertaking a $50 million
project to reconstruct 6.75 miles of M-45
(Lake Michigan Drive), from west of
14th Avenue to west of 68th Avenue
between Grand Rapids and Allendale .
The project includes construction of a
boulevard on the 5.5 miles between
24th and 68th Avenues and the two
miles between 24th and 40th Avenues
being moved to the south. MDOT is
also constructing new bridges across the
Grand Ri ver and Sand Creek.

for the summer of 2001 and will also
include the realignment of Campus

traffic is already one lane here; however, east-bound traffic will be consolidated fro m two
lanes to o ne.
May 1: Phase
two of M-45
project to be
released for
bidding.
July-November: Utility work
for phase two
will begin. No
traffic disruptions
are anticipated
as a result of this
work.

Scheduled Project Completion
Dates
Phase one (14th to 40th Avenues) fa ll 2001; phase two ( 40th to 68th
Avenues) - fa ll 2003 .

Current Project Status
The first phase of the reconstruction
project has been progressing with little
disruption to M-45 traffic. MichCon and
Consumers Power have completed the
relocations of utilities in preparation for
the new roadwork. Work on the new
bridges at Sand Creek and the Grand
River are progressing. The Sand Creek
Bridge is schedu led for completion in
the fa ll and the new bridge over the
Grand River is scheduled for a fall 2001
completio n.
Roadwork on M-45 in front of the
GVSU Allendale campus is scheduled

Drive, from the entrance off M-45 to
Ravines Drive .

January 1,
2001: Projected
earliest date fo r
roadwork to
begin in phase two from 40th to 68th
Avenues.

What's Ahead?

Want More Information?

March-April : Over a 30-day period
d uring th is time, trucks will be delive ring steel girders for the new bridge,
coming fro m Linden across M-45 . Girder
le ngths, mo re than 60 feet, will require
traffic control as they cross, resulting in
intermittent delays.

For updates, call the MDOT constructio n hotline at 616-482-PAVE or tollfree 888-305-PAVE. Or check the MDOT
Web page at www.mdot.state.mi.us/

May-November: M-45, from Aman
Park to Sand Creek area, will be
narrowed to two lanes. West-bound

Faculty and Staff Sketches
Robert W Hendersen, professor and
chair of Psychology, conducted a
worksho p , titled "Teaching Students to
Be College Students Through Introducto1y Psychology, " with co-presenters
Sandra Goss and Peggy Nash, at the
Natio nal Institute on the Teaching of
Psycho logy in St. Petersburg Beach ,
Florida. Hendersen orga nized the
worksho p and presented one of its
sections, titled "Rescuing Failing
Students ."

Another paper by Ni, "An Ove1v iew of
Philosophy a nd Philosophy Education
in North America," was published in the
August issue of Zhexue Yanjiu (Philosophical Investigation), a major jo urnal
of philosophy in Ch ina.

Peimin Ni, associate p rofessor of
Philosophy, presented a paper, titled
"Toward a Broader Notio n of Ca usation
(and Technology)," at the 8th East-West
Philosophers' Conference in Honolulu .

Karen Libman, assistant professor of
Communications , was honored with a
Merito rious Achievement Award fo r the
direction of "Unidentified Human

Rick Albrecht, visiting professor of
Move me nt Science, co-authored an
a rticle, titled "The Effect of Instructional
Self-Talk o n the Overhand Throw," in
Volume 56 0999) of the journal The
Physical Educator.

continued on page 4

Coming Events
continued from page 2

entered in the contest this year. The
theme fo r the contest is "Turning Po ints
in History: People, Ideas, Events."
"Michigan Histo1y Day offers a
fascinating opportunity to move social
scie nce beyond rote lea rning," said Sean
O'Neill , associate professor of History
and coordinator of the contest.
Judges select the top three entries in
each divisio n and category, which will
advance to the state contest. This year
tl1e state contest will be held in Grand
Rapids at the Gerald R. Ford Museum
on April 15.
Michigan Histo ry Day's goal is to
kindle an appreciatio n of the past
among students of today. The annual
competition is sponsored by the
Historical Society of Michigan, the state 's
oldest organization dedicated to the
preservation and app reciation of all
aspects of Michigan 's past.
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Calendar of Events
General Events

Thurs., Mar. 2

All activities on Allendale Campus unless otherwise noted.
Arts hotline: (616) 895-ARTS.

1 p.m.: Synoptic Speaker. Alex Kotlowitz, author of The Other
Side qf the River. CDC. For more information, call Judy
Whipps at x2114.
7 p.m.: Music Department Concert. Varsity Men and GVSU
Small Jazz Ensemble. CDC.

Mon., Feb. 28-Wed., Mar. 29

10 a.m .-5 p.m. Mon-Fri., 10 a.m.-7 p .m. Thurs.: Art Exhibit.
Visiting Artist Carolyn Ottmers. Art Gallery, PAC.

Sat.,Mar. 4

Mon., Feb. 28
4-7 p.m.: Art Exhibit opening reception. Recent works by
Carolyn Ottmers. Art Gallery, PAC.

8:30 a.m.-2:30 p .m.: National History Day competition. KC.

Tues ., Feb. 29
8 a.m.-12 noon: Seidman School of Business seminar.
"Effective Selling Techniques for Today's Business
Climate," with Laurie Freshour. EC. For more information
call x6664.
12 noon: Women and Gender Studies Program. GVSU
Women Scholars Forum. "Advising the Non-Traditional
Woman Undergraduate Student. " Platte River Room , KC.
7-9 p.m.: Black History Month. "Fireside Chat. " The Black
Student Union and You Beautiful Black Woman cosponsor a discussion of black heroes of the 20th centwy.
Laker Village.

Sports Hotline: (616) 895-3800. Game times subject to change .

Wed.,Mar.1

12 noon : Arts at Noon Series. Organist Ronald Krebs
performs a recital on the Jay and Betty Van Andel Reute r
pipe organ. CDC.
4 p.m.: Career Planning & Counse ling Center Seminar.
"Students Returning from Study Abroad ," with He idi
Kaltenbacher. 204 STU. Call x3266 for more info rmation.
Wed. , Mar. 1-Fri., Mar.
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Model Arab League. Sponsored by the Middle East Studies
program. For more information call Janet Brashier at x3730.

Sports
Wed. , Mar. 1

2 p .m.: Men's Tennis . Grand Rapids Community College at
GVSU.
Thurs. , Mar. 2

4 p.m.: Men's Tennis at Hope College . Holland.
Thurs., Mar. 2-Sat. , Mar. 4
TBA: Women's Basketball. GLIAC Tournament. Grand Rapids.
Fri., Mar. 3-Sat., Mar.11

TBA: Softball Spring Trip, Ft. Myers, FL.
Sat. , Mar. 4

11 a.m. : Indoor Track & Field at Notre Dame Alex Wilson
Invitational. South Bend, IN.
2 p.m.: Baseball at Bluefield State University. Blu efield, WV.
Sun., Mar. 5-Sun Mar. 12

TBA: Baseball Spring Trip, Savannah, GA.
TBA: Men's Golf Spring Trip , Hilton Head , SC.
Sun., Mar. 5

12 noon: Men's Tennis at University of Findlay. Findlay, OH.

Faculty and Staff Sketches
continued jiwn page 3
Remains and the True Nature of Love," a 1999 production
from the Kennedy Cente r America n College Theatre Festival
Region Five at the January 2000 Festival.

Professor of Social Work Emily Jean McFadden presented
a two-part semi nar on "Clinical Consultation in Foste r Care"
at the National Institute for Alternative Care Professionals in
St. Petersburg Beach, Florida. McFadden also spoke in her
capacity as president of the Michigan chapter of the National Association of Social Workers at a conference at Eastern
Michiga n University. Her keynote address was titled , "A
Vision for Social Justice and Human Rights in the Twenty
First Centwy. "
Dan Balfour, associate professor of Public and Nonprofit
Administration, and Joseph Grubbs, assistant professor of
Public and Nonprofit Administration, presented a paper,
"Character, Corrosion, and the Civil Servant: The Human
Consequences of the New Public Management, " at the 13th

Annual Conference of the Public Administration Theory
Network in Fort Laude rdale .
Charlie Standridge, associate professor of Engineering, was
appointed an associate editor of Simulation.for Logistics
Inventoiy, and Supply Chain Management, a journal in the
field of computer simulation tl1at publishes anicles emphasizing timely, practical applications and advances in methodology.

In the News
The service-learning project being conducted by Assistant
Professor o f Art and Design William Charland's art edu cation
course , "Art in the Secondary Classroom ," was featured in
the Grand Rapids Press o n February 10. The project brings a
semester-lo ng art curriculum to yo ung students at various
public schools and community-based organizatio ns , including the YMCA, and the Baxter Center.
Erica King, professor and chair of Political Science, was
inte1viewed on the WGVU Morning Show about the GOP
prima1y results and the internet issue in Holland on February 23.

